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 In life, there are few things more difficult than consistency.  This is evident even in something as simple as 
driving a long distance in a car without cruise control.  When I went to Murray, Kentucky a couple of months ago, I drove 
our Saturn, which doesn’t have cruise control, and my speed was all over the place.  I could get stuck behind somebody 
slow and drop down to 55 or 60, or be thinking happy thoughts on an open road, glance down, and see that I’m doing 80.  
I didn’t mean to deviate so wildly from the speed limit.  I merely stopped paying attention, and sometimes it happened. 
 If we have difficulty remaining constant in something as simple as driving a car, how much harder is it to stay 
consistent in something as complicated as our spiritual lives?  In our journey up the highway to Zion, we don’t only have 
to pay attention to keeping our speed where God wants it.  We have to concentrate to make sure that we stay on the road 
at all.  Nearly all of us have paused to consider our spiritual state at one time or another, only to ask ourselves, “How in 
the world did I get into this mess?”  We started off determined to serve God in some area, but we didn’t stay the course. 
 However, even though remaining consistent requires constant vigilance from us, it is critically important that we 
do so.  This is true first of all for our own sakes.  I have a friend in Texas who lost his wife some years ago because she 
was driving down an interstate at night, fell asleep, veered off the road, and was killed in the crash.  We must always be 
aware that the same lack of vigilance can cost us our spiritual lives.  However, we must also be vigilant for the sake of 
those around us.  Look, for instance, at Titus 2:7-8.  If Titus wanted to teach the Christians of Crete, he had to instruct 
them not just by what he said, but by what he did.  Let’s look this morning at the importance of leading by example. 
 
The Power of Example 
  The first thing we must see about leadership by example is that IT WORKS BOTH WAYS.  To illustrate this, 
let’s look at the ways that two different kings of Judah influenced the nation by their example.  Let’s begin with Josiah in 2 
Chronicles 34:33.  Josiah has the bittersweet distinction of being the last righteous king of Judah.  Not coincidentally, his 
reign was also the last time that the people of the kingdom of Judah behaved righteously.  Ever since the death of 
Hezekiah, the children of Israel had disobeyed the commandments of the Lord, but Josiah overcame this disobedience 
with the force of his godly decrees and godly conduct.  As long as he was alive, the people of Judah were godly too. 
 The same was not true of the ill-fated king Zedekiah, as we learn from 2 Chronicles 36:11-12, 14.  Once we 
untangle the genealogies, we realize that Zedekiah was actually Josiah’s son, although Josiah was killed in battle when 
Zedekiah was only 8.  Perhaps as a result, the son did not imitate the works of the father.  He was unrighteous, and he led 
the people to be unrighteous too.  Their shared unrighteousness led God to destroy Judah altogether. 
 The point here is plain.  Just about all of us serve as leaders sometime in some way, whether it be at work, in the 
church, among our friends, or even for our children.  That means that every one of us, no matter what our conduct may 
be, is leading by example.  Somebody, somewhere, is watching the things we do and learning from us.  Sadly, that does not 
mean that they are learning the right lessons.  Our children, for example, might see us leading the principled life of a 
Josiah, consistently dedicated to carrying out God’s will.  On the other hand, they might instead see us walking in the 
footsteps of Zedekiah, and we don’t have to be totally worthless people for that to be true.  Remember—Zedekiah 
listened to God sometimes.  He sought the advice of Jeremiah.  He promised that he would do what God wanted.  The 
tragedy of his life was that he didn’t remain true to the goals he set.  He chose to be untrustworthy and wicked instead, 
and the nation he led followed not his aspirations, but his actions.  If we aren’t careful, we will have the same effect. 
 This level of care with our example is so important because IT SPEAKS LOUDER THAN WORDS.  We see 
a tragic instance of this in the family of David in the story that begins with 2 Samuel 11:3-4.  This, of course, is the 
description of David’s great sin.  He sees the beautiful Bathsheba bathing, desires her, and takes her for himself, even 
though she is the wife of another man.  When the prophet Nathan calls David to account for this, he promises David that 
there will be conflict in David’s own household because of his sin.  The way that this conflict begins shows how well 
David’s life was teaching the wrong lessons.  Let’s look at this, beginning in 2 Samuel 13:1, 14.  Here, just like Dad did, 
David’s son Amnon develops a passion for a woman he cannot lawfully have, in this case, his half-sister Tamar.   

Now, friends, what do you think David would have said if Amnon had come to him and asked, “So, Dad, I’ve 
developed an incestuous passion for my sister.  Do you think I should deceive her, take her by force, and rape her?”  In 
response to such a wicked plan, we can be certain that the man after God’s own heart would have condemned the 
ungodliness in the strongest language possible.  However, David’s own sin, possessing a woman he didn’t have a right to, 
simply because he could, told a different story.  His ungodly action created an environment in which the same kind of 
ungodly action was acceptable.  Just like David took Bathsheba, Amnon took Tamar.  The details played out differently, 
but it’s obvious that both men were working from the same script, and it’s a script that David’s example wrote. 

The power of our actions today is likewise greatest when it comes to our own children.  It is true that when they 
reach adulthood, they will be free moral agents who make their own decisions, but the most significant influence on those 



decisions will be what they see us doing or not doing.  I can tell that this is happening with Zoë already, and she’s not 
even 2 yet.  When I see her sitting in her pink princess chair, intently studying books she doesn’t even know how to read 
yet, I know that she’s looking at books because she sees Mama and Daddy looking at books.  We’re readers, so we’re 
going to raise a reader.  In all of our lives, friends, our children will be most influenced not by what we say, but by what 
we do.  We can teach them about God’s commandments all we want, but if they don’t see us following those 
commandments, they will conclude that God’s way isn’t all that important.  What will our children think, brethren, when 
we teach them that a Christian shouldn’t use bad language, but they hear us cussing a blue streak when we’re angry?  What 
lesson do they learn when the Bible class teacher tells them on Sunday morning not to forsake the assembly, but that 
night, Mom and Dad decide not to go to services?  What conclusion will they reach when they see us showering time and 
money on our ambitions and their extracurricular activities, yet we say we don’t have the time to spare for the Lord?  
Friends, we all need to confront the reality of the choices we make, both for ourselves and for our children. 
 
The Reach of Example 
 Another characteristic of example is that ITS EFFECTS ARE LONG-LASTING.  There are many places in 
Scripture where we can trace the influence of example on a generational basis, but let’s look at the one that begins with 
Genesis 25:28.  There are plenty of parents who make this same mistake today.  Daddy prefers one kid; Mama prefers the 
other, and everybody in the family knows who likes whom.  This led to all kinds of conflict in the lives of Isaac, Rebekah, 
Jacob, and Esau.  Jacob was no dummy.  He had to have recognized that many of the problems in his life came from the 
way that his parents encouraged conflict between him and Esau.  Jacob may have known better, but he didn’t do better.  
Consider Genesis 37:3-4.  Just like his dad played favorites, Jacob played favorites with his own children too, with 
predictable consequences.  It led to the same sort of grief for Joseph that it had already caused in the life of Jacob.  Jacob 
was responsible for this foolish decision, but so was Isaac, because this was what he had taught his son to do. 
 In the same way, friends, the choices we make in dealing with our spouses and our children will write scripts that 
our children will follow, even if the script doesn’t show up until 20 years down the road.  Let me give you one example.  
Because divorce is so prevalent in our culture, it’s not hard to find people on TV and the Internet who minimize the 
impact of divorce.  They say, “Oh, no, you shouldn’t stay together for the sake of the kids.  They’ll grow up just fine with 
parents who don’t live together, as long as they know that Mommy and Daddy still love them.”  That sounds reassuring, 
but the reality is different.  In reality, children whose parents divorce are 50 percent more likely to get divorced 
themselves.  If both spouses in a marriage have divorced parents, the probability of divorce rises 200 percent.  Clearly, this 
is not a prophecy.  Any married couple, no matter what their background might be, can commit to the marriage and 
refuse to budge, no matter what.  However, we would be foolish to deny the impact that destructive parental scripts can 
have on children, and that if we start writing scripts like that, we will be putting huge obstacles in the way of our children’s 
happiness and righteousness.  Our marriage will teach them how to be married. 
 Finally, we must remember about example that ITS COURSE CAN CHANGE.  Simply because we were one 
way in the past doesn’t mean that we are still that way now.  Look, for instance, at what happened to Peter in Galatians 
2:12-13.  This is the very man whom God chose to bring the gospel to the Gentiles, and yet here, peer pressure from 
others has led him to shun the very brethren whom he had brought in.  Because of Peter’s example, even men like 
Barnabas had fallen into the trap of eating apart from Gentiles.  It’s in situations like these that the value of consistency 
truly becomes apparent.  If Peter was like most of us, he probably didn’t think about what he was doing here.  He was so 
afraid of the criticism of the Judaizing teachers that he allowed them to influence his conduct without considering what it 
was that they were influencing.  Just the same thing can happen to us.  We’ve got a really good thing going spiritually, 
we’re really helping others follow Jesus, and then Satan introduces some evil influence into our lives so that our devotion 
to the Lord begins to fall off.  If the devil is truly successful, he will get us to forsake God in reality while still believing 
that we are faithful Christians.  That’s right where he wants us, because if we don’t recognize that we have a problem, we 
will never recognize the malign effect we’re having on others.  We must always watch ourselves for their sake. 
 Of course, this change in example and influence doesn’t always have to be a bad thing.  We see the opposite from 
Saul in Acts 9:21-22.  Before his encounter with Jesus on the road to Damascus, Saul had been a huge persecutor of the 
church.  However, when he began to speak out boldly about faith in Christ, people quickly realized that something had 
changed.  Saul’s influence became something very different than it had been.  He built where before he had destroyed. 
 This is good news for us if we see that our example hasn’t been what it ought to be.  It’s never too late to bless 
our families and our brethren in a way we never have before.  We must be determined to consistently do what is right, but 
once we make that determination, we will be amazed what God can do through us.  I can think of no better example of 
this than one of the elders back at Dowlen Rd. in Beaumont, Westley Pollard.  Westley was an immoral man before he 
came to the Lord.  He even had two sons out of wedlock.  However, once he obeyed the gospel, the force of his 
leadership and example was such that he persuaded both of those sons to obey the gospel too.  Once we make that same 
decision, the impact on those around us can be just as dramatic.  The choice is in our hands. 


